
 

 

Digital Media Developers Group (DMD) 
 

(Approved by ITAB, May 26, 1999) 
 
 
T'he Digital Media Developers Group is open to all state government employees involved in or 
interested in issues relating to web and digital media development. 
 
Mission 
 
The purpose of the Digital Media Developers group (DMD) is to provide a forum for Missouri 
government digital media'developers to discuss the presentation and dissemination of digital 
media. 
 
Our goal is to use this dialogue to better serve the general public and state govenunent content 
providers by improving the quality and integrity of state government information and services 
accessed via a digital medium. 
 
Specifically, our goal and purpose is currently obtained in the following manner: 
 
I. Monthly meetings at a regularly scheduled time and location enable any state agency to 

easily make contact with digital media developers in other state agencies.  These 
meetings serve to: 

 
• Enable developers to compare notes on prices, services and techniques for Web and 

multimedia development. 
• Inform developers of any current or upcoming changes in services or state policy in 

digital media development. 
• Enable state developers as a whole to pro-actively plan for future technologies and 

their impact on how the public is served by the Web and other multimedia products 
produced by state agencies. 

 
2. The emailt list; mo-web, enables DMD members to ask advice or suggest solutions to 

daily problems encountered by digital media developers. 
 
3. The DMD web site, http://www.oa.state.mo.us/dmd/ serves as a reference library for 

state media developers.  It currently houses the Missouri State Web Development 
Guidelines as well as useful Web resources on Web development, accessibility and the 
Web, and various Web development services. 

 
In short the DMD group acts as a virtual research and development team for state development 
of digital media for the Web, CD-ROMS, and other multimedia. 
 
In addition to this statement on the current function of the DMD, I would like to request the 
following item be considered in a future ITAB meeting. 
 



 

 

At this point in time, the DMD group serves as a robust resource for digital media 
development.  This resource is not be utilized by many state agencies, however. 

 
Some examples can even be given where problems with a state web site or multimedia 
project could have been avoided by referring to DMD resources specifically addressing 
those problems.  These include: 

 
• Ensuring that web pages can be viewed by different computers, browsers, or 

by accessibility-challenged individuals  
• Potential pitfalls and solutions to off-site links on web pages  
• Reasonable costs for outsourcing services in web or multimedia 

development 
 
These problems and issues are either dealt with on the DMD web site or have been dealt with 
on mo-web or by individual DMD members. 
 
Underutilization of DMD by state agencies occurs, in part, due to lack of publicity about 
DMD's existence. 
 
DMD is requesting that some measure be taken to help promote DMD to state agencies with 
web sites or agencies developing multimedia.  Some possible measures include: 
 

1. Requesting that each state agency with a web or multimedia developer have that 
person subscribe to the mo-web list. 

 
2. Requesting that each state agency ensure that OA is provided with the name and 

email address of their Webmaster. 
 

3. Distribution of a one-page flyer to state agency administrators explaining the 
function of the DMD group. 

 
------------------------------- 
Kirk Keller, Interactive Media Specialist Missouri Dept. of Conservation 
http://www.conservation.state.mo.us/ 
 


